CHAPTER XI
THE SERVICES THAT HAVE REBUILT INDIA

THE INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE

THE Civil Service of India, known almost to the whole
civilized world as the 'Indian Civil Service5, is perhaps one
of the most remarkable bodies of men who have ever served
a crown and a people. Because the life and the prospects
have been alluring, and the emoluments and pension ade-
quate it has commanded for several generations the pick
of the English professional classes and their schools and
colleges. During its existence in organized form, from let us
say the beginning of the nineteenth century, it has been
through two phases. One was that of appointment through
the influence of the directors of the old East India Company,
the other following on the assumption of direct responsibility
by the Crown, by open candidature and examination. The
second method may have produced a higher general level in
attainments, but the former men were equally, and perhaps
better, calculated to succeed in their special role, and much
of the greatest work of these earlier days of building came
from those who had been nominated by the Directors to the
Company's College at Haileybury. That College was then
the route to the Indian Service, and is now among the open
public schools of the country. The term *Civil Service9, for
those who don't know India, may be explained as covering
the whole scope of Government, and is far wider in its mean-
ing than the same word as used in England. The Secre-
tariats of the Government Departments in India would be
analogous to the more usual run of the work in London,
while the Indian Civil Service provides secretarial personnel,